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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
Baptisms can be arranged either ; 
   - On the 4th or 5th Sunday of each month at 12.15 or 1.15.  
Please understand there may be times when we have two 
or more children to baptise at any time. 
   - Or at our regular worship on a Sunday Morning at 10am; 
there will be exceptions due to the Church calendar. 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org 

Weddings 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates 
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying 
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your 
contact details. 
You will then be contacted by our Priest to arrange a 
mutually convenient time to meet to discuss your 
commitment and requirements. 
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org 

Funerals 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest and 
Church Administrator to arrange your requirements. 

                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest in Charge Reverend Simon Lewis
The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ

Tel 01278 760496 / rev.simonlewis@gmail.com

Church Administrator – Carole Carter
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ

Tel 01278 769082
e mail office.tpots@gmail.com

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Churchwardens
St Christopher’s, Lympsham
Gwen Hatton 01934 750416 / gwenhatton@gmail.com
St Mary’s, East Brent
Kathy Quinnell 01278 760031 /kathyquinnell10@gmail.com
Christine Hussey 01278 760034
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith@orangehome.co.uk

Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer
01934 750076 / j.hanmer@btinternet.com
Stewardship Coordinator – Nick Bashford
01278 760190 / nickbash@btinternet.com

PCC Secretary – Sandra Hanmer
01934 750076 / sandra.hanmer@btinternet.com

Services for January 2017 
Date Service Time Church 
  1st January 
Christmas 2 

Parish Eucharist   9.30am St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

  8th January 
Epiphany 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
Reflections 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  5.00pm 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

15th January 
Epiphany 2 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

22nd January 
Epiphany 3 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

29th January 
Presentation of Christ 

Parish Eucharist 10.00am St. Mary’s East Brent 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
  1st January   9.30am Sally Wingate 
  8th January   8.00am Tim Hannah 
15th January 10.00am John Harper & Margaret Smith 
22nd January   6.30pm Pat Doble 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas coffee morning back in November.  
Despite it not being a fundraiser, thanks to your generosity, £150 was raised for the 
Diocese of Durgapur in Northern India for their continuing work in combatting the terrible 
effects of human trafficking - particularly amongst the very young people in that region.  
Our own minister Steve, will be taking this with him when he visits the region in February. 
We’re looking forward to the first service of the year at Brent Knoll Methodist on New 
Year’s Day, which, as reported last month, will be a continuing celebration of the twelve 
days of Christmas with seasonal carols.  We will also be sharing our Covenant Service 
later on in the month on 29th January where, traditionally, Methodists reaffirm their 
commitment to God as we share the Covenant promise together.  Although this is part of 
our Methodist tradition, all are welcome to this very special service. 
So as we begin 2017, we would like to wish you all a happy, peaceful and contented New 
Year from all of us at Brent Knoll Methodist Church.  Love and blessings. Rosemary Krull 

Preachers for January at 10.30am 
  1st January : Rev Margaret Trapp 
  8th January : Link Service @ Brean No service @ Brent Knoll Methodist 
15th January : Linda Patient 
22nd January : Mr Chris Luker 
29th January : Rev Steve Bennett (Covenant Service) 
Toddlers 

All the babies and toddlers looked adorable in their festive outfits at the 
Christmas Party and it was lovely to welcome our special guests: Rev’d 
Steve Bennett, Rev’d Simon Lewis, Ruth Knott and of course Father 
Christmas who had presents for everyone.  We had to say a fond farewell to 
Isla, Stanley (Young) and Jasmine as it was their last day at Toddlers and 
we wish Jasmine and her family every happiness in their move to Denmark. 

Happy New Year to you all and see you on Tuesday 10th January for the start of the 
Spring Term. Jane 

WI Craft Group 
We will meet at 2.30pm in the Methodist Church School room on Monday January 16th. 
We are a small friendly group who enjoy knitting, chatting and having a cuppa.  We 
knit for ‘Mission to Seafarers’ and ‘Somewhere to Go’. 
Thank you to Sheila who has recently given some charming knitted head bands. 
If you would like to join us, you would be most welcome; you don’t have to belong to 
the WI to do so. 
For more details contact me. Margaret Smith, 760 691 
Fun in February on Saturday 25th 2017 

Date for 2017 ‘Fun in February’; clear up the churchyard is 25th February, 
so put it in your nice new diary all you regulars, and all new faces are 
welcome.  The usual Ploughman's lunch and to keep you going as well 
as cups of drink. 
Another far away date to put in is the National Gardens Scheme Open 

day is 9th July: just to let you know!                                                                Sue Boss 
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Brent Knoll Parish Council Meeting 
Summary – December 2016 

Meeting Attendance: 11 Councillors, 2 members of public, two members of 
Sedgemoor’s affordable housing team and the Clerk. 
Minutes of the November meeting. 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2016 were approved as true and 
accurate reflections of that meeting. 
Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as follows:-  
Cllr R Filmer declared interest on the grounds of pre determination on all planning 
matters, Cllr R Filmer & Cllr Ward personal interest on payments for Hall Hire 2016 
Planning Applications 
Cllr R Filmer left the meeting during planning session having declared an interest 
on the grounds of pre-determination. 
07/16/00027: Change of use of part of site from Sui Generis to part residential and 
part Sui Generis at Kastone Kennels Vole Road Mark Highbridge TA9 4PE. 
Council Response:  No Observations.  Cllr R Filmer returned to the meeting. 
Affordable Housing in the Village: 
The Parish Council received updates from the recent survey of housing need in the 
village.  It was reported that an increase of 6 qualifying persons making a total of 14 
since the last survey 3 years ago indicating a need of 8.  The site of any proposed 
development was still under consideration and part of an ongoing consultative process.  
It is however looking at the Station Road option for more indicative information on the 
details and likely outcomes including potential developer options.  Further updates to 
the Parish Council in February followed by a further public consultation. 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Width restriction in Burton Row requires a response from the County Highways. 
2. A gate to be installed on footpath AX 8.1, supplied by the County. 
3. Road damage on the approach to the railway bridge in Station Road. 
4. A request for residents in Station Road to manage their hedges encroaching over 

pavements. 
5. 20mph speed proposals to be considered at the Annual meeting on April 19th. 

Finance Matters. 
Statutory Payments list approved by the Council. 
The Parish Council resolved to approve the payments for December 2016 as outlined 
on the published agenda prior to the meeting. 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk. 
Forthcoming meetings. 
Next main meeting: Wednesday 11th January, 7.30pm with a Parish Surgery for 
anyone wishing to visit the Parish Council with local issues: this will be at 4pm.  
Public always welcome to these meetings. 
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Tel 07917 445 215 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
The next meeting of The Royal British Legion will be held on Tuesday 3rd 
January 2017 at the Red Cow Inn, 7.30pm for 7.45pm start. 
We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas!                            Eddie Fuller 
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WASSAILING 
THE APPLE TREES AT 

 
 

 
 
 
  Flaming Torch Lit Procession 

  Wake the good spirits with cider and songs, 
 Scare evil spirits with shotguns and gongs 

Mulled Cider SATURDAY 
 & Refreshments 21st JANUARY, 2017 
    at 7pm  

£11.00 PER PERSON (Children under 14 FREE) 
Entrance by Programme only 

to include a glass of mulled cider, plus FREE  
samples from a selection of WESTCROFT CIDERS 

(alc. 6% by volume) 
PIG ROAST & Refreshments – RAFFLE 

(with vegetarian alternatives) 
Reserve your programme                               Numbers Limited 

Tel: 01278 760 762           Car Parking available 
Programmes available in advance from Westcroft Farm or Brent Knoll Village Shop 

All profits go to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Knoll Conservatives - New Year Social 
Saturday 14th January, 7.30pm 

at 

Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street 
Tickets £6  

(incl. Finger Buffet & Refreshments) 
The New Year Social is open to all. 

A great opportunity to chat informally with your Local Tory Team incl. James Heappey MP 
Contact: Bob on 760 760 or bob@flockman.com 
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Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 

���������	
�����
�����������
�����	������

������������������������������

����������	
��
�������	�
���������
�	���������

��� �
�	�!��"��"��
���� ����
����

A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Modern facilities and equipment  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

    Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
Consultations by appointment only.



                       
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping six.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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Bits and Bobs FOR SALE 
If you have an item for sale, send me details of it with your asking price, 
your contact details and £1 per line.  Prospective buyers contact you direct.  
All transactions are between the two parties and the BKN is not involved. Ed. 
Makita Electric Chain Saw; £50 Tel: 01278 760 528 RW 

Be aware of a council tax scam 
“I can lower your Council Tax banding if you pay me” may sound like a great offer, but 
it is a scam.  You can find out if your band can be lowered for free. 
Sedgemoor District Council is warning residents to be aware of Council Tax 
scammers, who may offer you deals to reduce monthly payments or reduce your 
banding.  Council Tax scammers are very prevalent at the moment due to bills 
recently being delivered to residents across the district. 
One current scam that has been bought to the district council’s attention is from a 
company claiming to be called ‘claimers’ who call on behalf of Sedgemoor District 
Council and ask a fee to lower your Council Tax banding. 
Council Tax bands are set by the national Valuation Office Agency and can only be 
changed under certain conditions.  Details can be found at www.gov.uk/council-tax-
appeals.  You will not be charged for the service.  
Many scams are highlighted to the Council and we try to inform residents when they 
are brought to our attention because, ultimately, it is residents who may lose out.  
If you are struggling to pay your Council Tax bill and need help, speak with a member 
of the Council Tax Team on 0300 303 7800 who will be able to offer help and advice. 
If you are unsure of who you are talking to, and instinct tells you something is not 
quite right, hang up, call 0300 303 7800 and check with a customer advisor whether 
the name of the person who called you really does exist.  Our friendly staff in 
Sedgemoor Direct are aware of a high number of scam calls to residents and are 
happy to help you.  Whatever you do, do not give your bank details over the phone 
unless you have called into Sedgemoor District Council. 
If you have given over personal details, we would advise you to call the Police straight 
away on 101 and report the matter as an identity theft scam.  The Police will also 
direct you to the Action Fraud helpline on 0300 123 2040. Claire Faun 

Pastoral Care Groups 
Since September 2014, there have been groups running in the villages of Brent Knoll, 
East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.  
Care Support Groups - Alzheimer’s and Dementia Carers Group  
January 16th, 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ. 
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 or Maggie 01278 760 661 for details. 
Comfort Group 
January 19th, 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4DB. 
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details. 
Bereavement Friends Group  
January 26th, 2.30pm at 87, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ. 
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416. Margaret 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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Advice for Older Taxpayers 
Older taxpayers in the UK will again have received another ‘Winter Fuel’ payment.  
This is indeed a very exciting programme, and I’ll explain it by using a Q & A format:  
Q. What is a ‘Winter Fuel’ payment?  
A. It is money that the government will give to taxpayers  
Q. Where will the government get this money?  
A. From taxpayers.  
Q. So the government is giving me back my own money?  
A. Only a smidgen of it  
Q. What is the purpose of this payment? 
A. The plan is for you to use the money to purchase gas and electricity or a high-

definition TV set, thus stimulating the economy. 
Q. But isn't that stimulating the economy of China? 
A. Shut up! 
Below is some helpful advice on how to best help the U.K. Economy by spending your 
‘Winter Fuel’ cheque wisely:  

 If you spend the money at Asda or Tesco, the money will go to Gibraltar, Ireland 
and Luxembourg. 

 If you spend it on Amazon your money will go Lichtenstein. 
 If you spend it on eBay your money will go Switzerland.  
 If you spend it on petrol your money will go to the Arabs.  
 If you purchase a computer it will go to India, Taiwan or China.  
 If you purchase fruit and vegetables it will go to Kenya, Spain, or Morocco.  
 If you spend it on ‘cheap’ cigs it will end up in Romania or Bulgaria  
 If you buy an efficient car it will go to Japan or Korea  
 If you buy a luxury car it will go to India or Germany  
 If you pay off your credit cards or buy shares, it will go to management bonuses 

and they will hide it offshore  
Instead, keep the money in the UK by:  

1. Spending it at car boot sales  
2. Going to night clubs  
3. Spending it on call girls  
4. Buying cider, beer or scotch  
5. Getting yourself a Tattoo  
6. Visiting a bookie  

(These are the only UK businesses still operating in the U.K.)  
Conclusion:  
Go to a night club with a tattooed call girl that you met at a car boot sale and drink 
beer all day and night!  It’s the patriotic thing to do.  
No need to thank me... Just glad I could be of help. 
The above advice is not meant to offend anyone and is of course to be taken with a 
pinch of British Salt. Manshu Shah (Sub postmaster Brent Knoll) 
FRONT COVER Photo   
Thank you to Tony Gilbert for his photo of a very Wintery looking Brent Knoll, a taste of 
things to come? Bob 
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no 
prizes, but I hope you may enjoy guessing where the object 
shown is located within the Parish boundary. 
Last month’s object is to be found on Leigh House in Brent Street, next 
door to the Red Cow.  This month features part of something we have all 
passed by but which may not be quite as obvious, unless you are looking 
in the right direction at the right time. So where is it?         
The answer and another object will be shown next month.                 JaPe 

 
 

If you want to join Good Companions, just come along to the next meeting where you will 
be warmly welcomed. 
The next meetings are as follows:- 
January 18th 2017 - From Sydney to Darwin  - Leslie Royal. 
February 15th - Westonzoyland Airport - Robert Turner. 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members.  We meet at 2.30pm on 
the third Wednesday of every month except December.  Why not start the New Year by 
coming to our meeting?  For more information, contact either Karen Russell on 01278 
769 382 or Ann Robson 01278 760 981. KR & AR 

Mobile Library Service – Use It or Lose It 
An Endangered Species in the shape of a Large Yellow Mobile Library Bus will be 
stopping once a month opposite our Village Shop on a Friday morning. 
This is now the only Mobile Library Bus left in the County of Somerset!! 
It needs our support to save it from Extinction. 
It has a large and varied selection of books (large print and children’s books included) 
and talking-books.  If you cannot find the title you require, it can be ordered. 
Please come and join the happy readers who have been using the bus, some for over 30 
years, and help keep this valuable asset alive and well. 
Dates and times can be found on the monthly Diary page in the Brent Knoll News and on 
the Parish Council Notice boards at the Village shop and outside the Parish Hall. 
When you have chosen your books, why not pop into our village shop and Post Office, 
have a browse, make a purchase or even have a coffee! 

As the saying goes ….. Use It or Lose IT VH 

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle 
The Brent Knoll Classical Music Group meets at Ball Copse Hall.  Sessions 
are held every Monday evening from 9th January 2017, starting at 7pm and 
last for two hours.  The term lasts until 20th March.  The cost for the term is 
£20, representing less than £2 per session! 

I do hope you will join us. I guarantee that you will hear some really good music, in 
pleasant surroundings, with great company.  Please contact Alan Spencer on 01278 760 
572 if you are interested in attending.  If you are not sure, you can try a couple of weeks 
with no obligation.  The programme is available on the Brent Knoll Village Website 
http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/musicgroup.htm. 

Alan Spencer, Brent Knoll, Music Circle 
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PETER EVERETT 
Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 
Highbridge 

Somerset
TA9 3YA 

01278 793223

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Road,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764

Burnham 
Medical Centre 

Love Lane 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset
TA8 1EU 

01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 6 
This month I will continue discussing the comments made at the time of the Grade II 
listing of Nightingale Farm, as well as looking at some features which refer back to the 
picture from the W.I. book. 

The listing states that it is built of “painted Flemish-
bond brickwork,” which is accurate for the front, but 
there are areas to the sides (see left) and back which 
comprise exposed (i.e. unpainted) Flemish bond.  
Whilst Flemish bond was introduced into England in 
the seventeenth century, there was very little brick 
building in Somerset during that century and what 
there was tended to be late and only high-status 

buildings.  Which suggests the building is not earlier than the eighteenth century, 
although there are some hints that there may 
have been an earlier building on the site.  The 
brick work, shown here (see right – with a rather 
nice veranda column), is supported, up to the 
top glazing bar, by what appears to be a stone 
wall, but is brick above that.  Could the stone be 
part of an original building affected by one of the 
major sea inundations, which caused problems 
with all the early buildings in Brent Knoll? 
The listing continues by noting that there is a 
projecting bond at first floor level and a double-roman tile roof, with coped verges and 
end brick stacks.  These stacks, set at both ends of the house, are a typical alignment 
originated in the seventeenth century, though continuing through to the nineteenth 
century.  Prior to that century, most fireplaces were set in the centre of the house, 
against the cross-passage, on the open hall side.  A cross passage is typical of 
Somerset houses, referring to the front door being set centrally, or off-centre, with a 
passage leading directly across the house to a back door.  The central door is 
mentioned later in the listing (though in the picture it seems to be off-centre) with a 
twentieth century half-glazed door and a gabled brick porch.      Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
Having a fire stack, permitted an upper floor to be included.  Where earlier houses 
had a central hearth on the floor, space would be required for the smoke to rise into 
the roof space to avoid getting it in the eyes, so an upper floor, if any, would only be 
partial at one end – often referred to as a solar.  Here, there are definitely two storeys, 
but also a loft space, originally an attic, but now living accommodation.  The slope of 
the roof is interesting, suggesting that the building originally had a thatch roof.  To 
ensure that rain runs off the thatch, that type of roof requires greater than a forty-five 

degree angle, which certainly exists here 
(modern roofs are much flatter).  The main truss, 
at the rear, has the collar beam attached by a 
metal bolt, using a half-lapped side joint, which 
would suggest it is probably late eighteenth 
century, or even nineteenth century.  Notably, the 
timbers in eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century roofs often retain their bark.  This is 
frequently thought to be something showing an 

early date, but early roofs were meant to be seen, so having decent timberwork was 
important.  By the seventeenth century, ceilings are introduced, meaning that, by the 
eighteenth century, the timbers could no longer be seen and so could be untreated.  
The ones used here were originally not meant for show. 
Referring to the fenestration, the listing says it has three bays and three-light 
casements with horizontal glazing bars to the first floor and four similar two-light 
casements to the ground floor and lintels with emphasised keys.  As can be seen 
from the modern photograph, the ground floor description is accurate, but the first 
floor has two three-light casements and one central two-light casement.  Has there 
been a change?  The drawing certainly agrees with the listing regarding the first floor, 
but then shows two three-light casements on the eastern end for the ground floor and 
only one two-light casement on the western end.  The last could be due to 
perspective, whereby the central porch is obscuring a second window, although the 
alignment on the photograph with the first floor window, suggests it should have been 
partially seen. 
If there has been a modification since 1975, it is not apparent, 
either from disturbed brickwork around the windows or from the 
lintels.  Those lintels on the ground floor east are obscured by 
foliage; both in the drawing and today, but all the others look as 
though they correctly fit the current size of each of the windows. 
Note that all the lintels have what appears to be a voussoir, or 
keystone, in the centre, described by the listing as emphasised keys.  These keys are 
integral with the remainder of the concrete lintels.  As concrete is unlikely to have 
been used before the late eighteenth, or more probably early nineteenth century, this 
gives another clue to dating the features in this house. John Page 
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Women’s Society 
A huge thank you to Dot and John for inviting us for our November 
meeting to an evening of mince pies and wine accompanied by a 
Christmas video of Andre Rieu.  It was such a happy evening which 
we all enjoyed very much. 
Our Christmas meal is at the Red Cow on 15th December. 
Our first meeting of the New Year will be a Fish and Chip supper on January 26th.  The 
venue has yet to be decided, so as soon as we know where we are going to meet, I will 
let you know. 
Julie and I wish you all a very Healthy, Happy New Year. Ann, 760 148 

Women’s Institute 
We enjoyed the social lunch at Batch Country Hotel in November.  They 
look after us so well and the food is always excellent.  At the December 
meeting, Pauline Alvis told us about the making of cheese, and after her 
talk, we were able to taste some cheese samples together with nibbles, 

mince pies and mulled wine. 
At the meeting on January 11th, Vicky Simmons will talk to us about Somewhere House, 
which helps local people who are in need of counselling because of addiction, mental 
health problems or alcohol abuse.  The meeting will be held in the Parish Hall at 2.30pm. 
The committee wish all our members a very happy and healthy New Year. JMG 

“Meet & Eat” 
Twenty five regular diners enjoyed a delicious Christmas meal prepared by Scott Pring, 
which gave the cooks a little rest.  Father Christmas came early and parked his sleigh on 
Brent Knoll and arrived at the Parish Hall with his presents on a trolley. 
Thank you all for your generous Christmas gifts, which are much appreciated.  We wish 
you a very happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in February.  Watch out in 
the February BKN for a date. Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
Girls Just Want to Have Fun will be meeting at Woodlands on Thursday 19th January at 
7.30pm.  I hope you will be able to join us.  If you have any questions about our group 
please speak to Caroline in the shop. Caroline 

St Michael’s Christmas Fair 
Failure of the church boiler in the week before our Christmas Fair gave us a major 
headache.  Freezing conditions in the church would have made it very difficult for us to 
run the Fair.  Fortunately Brent Knoll School came to the rescue and allowed us to hold 
the Fair at the School.  We are very grateful that they provided us with a lifeline.  We are 
also very grateful to the Community and Brent Knoll School Choirs for making the event 
such a festive occasion. 
We would like to thank the local stallholders who came to the Fair and those who 
contributed to our local Church stall.  The stallholders showed us what local crafts are on 
offer, and the superb contributions to our stall provided half of the total sum of £638 that 
was raised on the day.  This total raised just exceeded last year’s total of £629. 
I would also like to thank all those who helped us at the event.  Our stallholders who sold 
our goods and those who provided and served the refreshments deserve special 
mention. Ged Keele, Fundraising Co-ordinator, Parish of Three Saints 
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Just for Fun – Word Search 
Can you find the answers Forwards, Backwards, Horizontal, Vertical or Diagonal? 
 Roy Ainsworth 
Athens Madrid 
Belgrade Oslo 
Berlin Paris 
Bern Prague 
Bonn Rome 
Brussels Stockholm 
Bucharest Tirana 
Budapest Vienna 
Dublin Warsaw 
Helsinki  
London  
  
 
 

Brent Knoll Short Mat Club welcomes new members 
Have you ever thought about trying indoor bowls? 
Why not give Short Mat Bowls a try at Brent Knoll Parish Hall? 
We play once a week on a Monday, meeting at 13.45 for a 14.00 start.  
The session lasts 2 hours. 
The Club currently has about 10 regular members and is looking to recruit some new 
players to bolster membership and enable it to hold friendly matches against other 
local clubs. 

Bowls can be provided and the only requirement is for players to wear flat 
bowling shoes (or socks, if you just want to see if the game suits you). 
Players of all standards are welcome, including beginners.  The Club has 
a spare mat that can be used for training sessions as necessary. 

The annual membership subscription is just £2 and there is also a weekly playing fee 
of £2 to cover the cost of the hire of the Parish Hall. 
More information can be obtained from the Club Secretary, Martin Wilkins on 760 422 
or email – martyjwilkins@gmail.com.  Alternatively, just turn-up on a Monday.  A warm 
welcome will be assured. Martin Wilkins 

Tech Help?! 
Customer:  My keyboard is not working anymore. 
Tech support: Are you sure it’s plugged into the computer? 
Customer: No. I can’t get behind the computer. 
Tech support: Pick up your keyboard and walk 10 paces back. 
Customer: ! OK 
Tech support:  Did the keyboard come with you? 
Customer: Yes 
Tech support: That means the keyboard is not plugged in. The Friendly Pharmacist 

R C X C A G J L B B K V J 
H O W A L D E R U W B S N 
A N M L Z U U C K Q S T F 
E H X E G S H B I A J O W 
D K B A S A A K L N L C O 
A C R E R N N O B I O K L 
R P L E N I T S I L N H S 
G S S E S I D S S R D O O 
L T I L R I N I Y E O L E 
E V E A R E R R P B N M Y 
B H N D H A W A S R A W I 
D A A T P C B B E R N I D 
K M A T S E P A D U B Y I 
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Cinema - A street cat named Bob 
Good film, this.  Funny, hard-hitting, a real eye-opener in how homeless people live and are 
treated by others around them, also a bit of a tear-jerker at times.  The film was made from a 
book of the same title, written by a young homeless person called James Bowen.  He spent 
his days busking at Covent Garden, trying to make a bit of cash to eat and stay off the 
heroin he saw all around him.  His mother was in Australia and his father (played by Anthony 
Head) lived in London but, with a new wife and two daughters, none of whom wished to 
have anything to do with James.   
James’ social worker (played by Joanne Froggatt of Downton Abbey fame) manages to get 
him into a bed-sit in supported accommodation, where he enjoys hot water, a novelty to 
James.  He meets a neighbour, Betty, who is kind and friendly to him, and is then adopted 
by a ginger cat, Bob of the title.  The cat will not be left behind and follows James to Covent 
Garden, even jumping on the bus with him and finding him upstairs.  Bob is an immediate hit 
with the people going by, and James finds himself going home with more cash than he has 
had for a long time.  
One or two people, especially, are drawn to Bob.  One knits a scarf for him for Christmas, 
another puts a £5-pound note in the guitar case, so James can buy Bob a harness to keep 
the cat safe.  After being banned from busking, James and Bob start to sell “the Big Issue”.  
You will have seen big issue sellers, it is a step up in the world of homelessness, sellers are 
given a pitch, which is theirs alone and cannot encroach on anyone else’s pitch.  Selling all 
copies means a profit which they can keep themselves.  Most Big Issue sellers are trying to 
make something of their lives, so maybe next time you see one, buy a copy, yeah?   
Again, Bob is a big hit, and people come to see him, bringing with them paper money!  The 
previous lady appears, also a newspaper reporter who writes an article about them.  The 
lady turns out to be a publisher, wishing to get James to write a book, with the help of a 
ghost writer.  All this brings James more confidence, and he visits dad and family at New 
Year, but the visit does not go well and the new wife wants him out.  James, who has been 
on a methadone programme since the beginning, decides after New Year that he is ready to 
come off the drugs.  The withdrawal symptoms are pretty awful, but all the time Bob is with 
him watching.   
The book is finally written and a book launch given, with plenty of people there, including his 
dad and wife, (the latter did look as if she didn’t want to be there,) plus his social worker and 
many of the people who had befriended them on the street.  Very successful.  
Luke Treadaway, playing James, was very good.  He gave a brilliant picture of how much 
James came to rely on Bob just being there, and put over the thought that the cat was really 
the only friend he had in the world.  When things went wrong, James was much more 
worried as to what happened to Bob than what happened to himself.  The scenes when he 
was coming off the drugs were brilliantly portrayed, the reconciliation scene, with dad and 
James finally understanding each other, was beautifully done and brought out the tissues 
(what few we had among us!) 
Bob and James now live in their own house, bought with the proceeds of the book and a 
sequel, and work for a charity, raising awareness of homeless people.  Happy endings all 
round. Pauline Chadwick 
Trivia Christmas Quiz - Answers 
1) Holland 
2) Italy 
3) Arrival 
4) When Jesus was born 

5) Nurnberg 
6) Bells “I heard bells on Christmas Day”. 
7) Narnia 
8) Good Fortune 

Roy Ainsworth 
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“200+ CLUB” – 2017 
There’s been a Tremendous response to the 2017 200+ Club, with over 220 numbers 
already reserved and we have issued 16 extra numbers so far!  So we are already 
guaranteed to be able to continue with the club in 2017.  We are still waiting to hear 
back from many existing members.  So if you were a member in 2016, please return 
your reply slip and if you weren’t, you can join by filling in and returning the application 
form below.  Don’t forget, the more members the more prizes!! 
Anyone aged over 16 years can be a member of the 2017 “200+ Club”.  Don’t forget 
your relatives and friends can join (they don’t even have to live in the village).  As well 
as locals, we have members from America, Australia, Axbridge, Bath, Berrow, 
Bracknell, Bristol, Burnham, Canada, Dorset, Highbridge, Mark, Kent, Salisbury, 
Scotland, Southampton, Taunton, Wales, Watchet, Wedmore, Wellington, Weston, 
Yorkshire and even East Brent!  Your chances of winning are much better than the 
Lotto! 
It would be most helpful if you could return your completed application form to me, 
together with your subscription, as soon as possible, either via the Village Shop or 
directly.  I will then write to all members, giving them details of their allocated 
number(s), so please reply soon. 
Thank you for your support and Good Luck!! Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
NOTE - Cheques will NOT be cashed until after 1/1/2017 

Wishing you all a Lucky and Prosperous New Year! 

WIN UP TO £120!! 
Monthly draws entitle winners to prizes including: 
 1st Prize  £ 20 + others including  £ 12 

In addition, two annual draws entitle winners to EXTRA prizes including: 
Summer Draw Christmas Draw 

  1st Prize  -  £ 60     1st Prize  -  £ 120 
The more numbers issued, the more prizes, keeping the chances of winning just as high.  In 2016 

we will have paid out 115 prizes totalling £ 1,800!! 
Numbers will be allocated at a cost of £ 12 per year (£1 per month) 

ALL PROFITS TO BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Complete below and return with your payment of £ 12 per entry to: Bob Filmer, Wascelyn, 48, 
Brent Street, Brent Knoll or the Brent Knoll Village Shop. 
You can apply for 1 or more numbers.  Why not get your friends and family to have a go and 
support your LOCAL Parish Hall at the same time. 
Your Name Mr/Mrs/Ms …………………………………………………………… 
Address ………………………………………………………………………… 
 ………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone ………………………………………………………………………… 
Yes, I would like to buy …… number(s) in Brent Knoll Parish Hall “200+ Club” 

Please enclose cash or cheque for £ 12 per “200+ Club” number. 
Cheques payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall”. 
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WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
18th Feb Race Night 15th July Music on the Green 
18th March Alan Castle Night  with the Lipinski Band 
22nd April Jumble Sale 16th September Return of Jay Jerome 
10th June Village Fête 21st October Harvest Supper 
Next meeting –Monday, 9th January, - 8pm, “Jubilee Room” 

“200+ Club” Cracking Christmas Draw 
The December draw was made at the Christmas Bazaar.  The lucky numbers were 
drawn by Eddie Fuller and several of the shoppers and stallholders.  The winning 
numbers were:- 
 

December No. Prize Name   
First Prize 337 £ 120 Mr M.W. Jackson Church Lane Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 203 £   60 Mr P.B. Stewart Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 207 £   40 Mr & Mrs J.H.T. Burdge Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 340 £   40 Mr M.J. Paulson Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 55 £   20 Mrs Stevens Rectory Road Burnham 
Sixth Prize 296 £   20 Mrs K.M. Roberts The Willows Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 324 £   20 Mr & Mrs A.D. Dando Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 330 £   20 Mrs C.J. Trivett-Bill Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Ninth Prize 03 £   16 Gabriela & George Page Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll 
Tenth Prize 44 £   16 Mrs V. Everard Hill Lane Brent Knoll 
Eleventh Prize 53 £   12 Miss R.V. Nussey Edinburgh Scotland 
Twelfth Prize 78 £   12 Ms A. Barnes Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll 
Thirteenth Prize 204 £   12 Mr & Mrs R.A. Vohra Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourteenth Prize 291 £   10 Mr N. Barnaby Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fifteenth Prize 329 £   10 Mrs L.J. Brafield Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixteenth Prize 210 £     8 Mr & Mrs H.C.A. Gilpin Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Seventeenth Prize 232 £     8 Mr S. Tyler c/o Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighteenth Prize 19 £     6 Miss E.M. Coram Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Nineteenth Prize 234 £     6 Mr & Mrs M.H. Holness Brent Street Brent Knoll 

Thank you to all the members of the 2015 200+ Club; your support has helped make sure 
that our Parish Hall can continue to meet the needs of our local community and remain at its 
heart. Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator, Brent Knoll Parish Hall Committee 

Tech Help?! 
Customer:  I can’t get on the Internet. 
Tech support: Are you sure you used the right password? 
Customer:  Yes, I’m sure. I saw my colleague do it. 
Tech support:  Can you tell me what the password was? 
Customer:  Five dots. 
Tech support: What anti-virus program do you use? 
Customer: Netscape. 
Tech support:  That’s not an anti-virus program. 
Customer:  Oh, sorry... Internet Explorer. The Friendly Pharmacist 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
We do not have any meetings in January and February. 
On behalf of the Lympsham Gardening Club may I wish you Seasons Greetings and a 
Happy and Peaceful New Year. Mariette Denison 

St Michael’s Brent Knoll Bell ringers 
On Saturday 28th January 2017, the local band of ringers at St Michael’s will be 
attempting to ring a peal in memory of Sue Frost, one of our local ringers, who died 
15 years ago on 28th January 2002.  Both of Sue’s daughters, Emily and Annabelle 
have learned to ring at Brent Knoll and Annabelle will be ringing in the peal attempt. 
The ringers will attempt to ring 5040 changes of method; non-stop and they anticipate 
that this will take about three and a half hours.  They are planning to start at 9am on 
that day.  Ringing a peal is a bit like running a marathon, except you aren’t allowed to 
stop for refreshments or deal with sore hands till you reach the end! 
On a less challenging level, if you are interested in learning to ring, please phone 
Melvyn Freeman on 01278 641214.  He will arrange for you to come along to a 
Tuesday practice night and be shown what ringing is all about and then you can 
decide whether you’d like to have a go. Melvyn Freeman 
 



22

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

�$%&�
%'('#)'**�+
��+,'-��

�,�=,4�,�4�2�,	��0���

0�����/�0�
����

,	�0�
�����,��>�

0�
�����1��������,?2�

��@��A'�/,,	1�>�

0�
�����1��2�����BCD52�

������3�
��,��2���	��

���/�
�3�����/

2	,?�/1,	5��?�/�	�5��

�?��>����?	�/)

�	���E?,���

3������
������0�F�2�	�,�

�����0�0���

KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 



21

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

#������/324�
5�6��4����74�3���3�

�	
�������	��+,
�����
-�.�����+,�����	��

 ������	��
��	���	� �/#��

'����8-������9

�	�!�:!��
:

��!:�"�	�"�



35 
 

Your New Year Sudokus 
 Easiest Sudoku 15/06/10 Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 8    9 2    
 

B 4  7   5    
   

C    1     2  
 

D    8   7   
 

E 5  6  3    4  
 

F  3 9 2 1   6  
 

G  1     9  5
 

H  7   6  8 3  
 
J 2 5   8 7 4   

This month’s easy Sudoku was my 15/6/10 entry to the Easiest Sudoku Competition (32 Clues) 
click here.  
Only 11 persons sent entries in for last month’s hard Sudoku.  Comments were very variable: 
“Got it on the fifth attempt” - “Surely the easiest ‘hard’ one ever” - “Enjoyed this one- once I got 
started!!” - “Nice and interesting puzzle” - “Thank you for the brain work out!”, “Enjoyed this one”. 
One person said it was the first one they had not solved!  Answers came from: - Klaus Brenner, 
Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Vicky Jones, Dave McMillan, Chris Marsh, Frankie New, 
Peter Osborn, John Spiers, Ted Toon and Gordon Watson.  Frankie New won the ballot.  Please 
send answers to david@flockman.com or 48, Brent Street. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 

 Easiest Sudoku 06/05/09 Hard Sudoku 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotes & Quips 
Adversity makes a man wise, not rich. Anon 
We do not remember days, we remember moments. Cesare Pavese 
. The Farmer’s Wife 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A         
 

B      1 2 
  
C   3   4    
 

D        
 

E     3 5   6 
 

F 7 8    9  
 

G     6 4 . 5 
 

H  7      
 
J 9 1 8     

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 3 5 8 9 6 7 4  2 1
 

B 7 4 1 3 5 2 6 8 9
   

C 6 2 9 1 8 4 3  7 5
 

D 1 7 3 5 4 6 8 9 2
 

E 4 9 2  8 7 3 5 1 6
 

F 5 8 6 2 1 9 7 4 3
 

G 2 6 4 7 9 5 1 3 8
 

H 9 1 5 4 3 8 2 6 7
 
J 8 3 7 6 2 1 9 5 4

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 6 9  2 1 4 8 5 3 7 
 

B 3 5 1 2 7 6 9 4 8 
  
C 8 7 4 3 9 5 6 1 2 
 

D 9 6 3 7 8 2 4 5 1 
 

E 1 4 7 9 5 3 8 2 6 
 

F 5 2 8 4 6 1 3 7 9 
 

G 2 3 5 8 1 9 7 6 4 
 

H 7 8 6 5 2 4 1 9 3 
 
J 4 1 9 6 3 7 2 8 5 
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Following on Rhymes 
In the rhyme “London Bells”, the forerunner to “Oranges and Lemons”, told how the 
Great Fire of London in 1666, destroyed many churches.  So many of the old 
churches were destroyed in the fire, which started in a baker’s shop in Pudding Lane, 
the property of one Thomas Farynor, a baker to King Charles II.  The King being 
aware of the risk of fire, ensured that bakers and their trade were conducted away 
from the Palaces.  
At the time of the fire, mediaeval houses were half timbered with pitch, and mostly 
with thatched roofs, a recipe for a fire disaster.  In all, 87 Churches and the old St. 
Paul’s Cathedral were destroyed, together with 13,200 houses, but amazingly, only 6 
people were thought to have died in the fire.  
Sir Christopher Wren was tasked with the reconstruction of London and built 49 new 
Churches and of course St Paul’s Cathedral, over a period of 35 years. 
The City was not subject to planning requirements, so buildings and houses were 
replaced on exactly the sites of the destroyed buildings.  To this day, London has the 
same structure as dates back to those mediaeval times. 
Prior to the Great Fire, in the previous year 1665, the City was decimated by the 
Great Plague, which killed 16% of the inhabitants, some 17,500 people and it is said, 
that the Great Fire purged the Plague. Roger Ward 

Brent Knoll – Grazing To Let  
with Large Barn & Stables  

 

Four acres of level land with good drainage. 
Four stables, tack room and 24m x 26m  
barn, of which 24m x 13m is fully enclosed.   
Water and electric supplies to buildings. 
 
       Telephone 07917 558819 
Berrow Conservation Group 
Buckthorn 
Our next meeting is in Berrow Village Hall on Tuesday 24th January at 
7.30pm.  Bob Corns, from Natural England, will be giving an illustrated 
talk about Buckthorn, its native distribution, and its spread as a result of 
human intervention, its uses, abuses, and control, and the impact on the dune system 
of the Burnham and Berrow coast. 
You are welcome to join us.  There is a small charge of £3 to help cover costs with 
light refreshments included. Ann Griffiths 
Quotes & Quips 
German proverb:  The old forget, the young don’t know. 
Sign in Japanese taxi: 
Safety first: please put on your seatbelt.  Prepare for accident. The Farmer’s Wife 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates
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Make a New Year Promise 
As part of the Three Kings Epiphany Feast, there will be a Silent Auction of Promises. 
Please make a promise that you will keep in 2017 and also come and bid during the 
feast. 
Ideas:  Perhaps you could. walk a dog ... mind a child…teach a language or musical 
instrument ... offer a face painting session ... bake a cake ... make some jam … wash 
a car ... be a handyman … cut some logs … do some ironing. 
Please collect a promise form from the Brent Knoll Village Post Office and return it to 
the Post Office by Wed January 4th 2017.  Auction Lots will be displayed in the 
telephone box! Rosemary 

A Note for your Diary 
Pancakes on the 4th February 2017 at the Parish Hall 

All Welcome 
In aid of the Royal British Legion Women’s Section 

Brent Knoll Branch 
11am – 2pm 

LEBE’s Community Café 
We would like to Welcome YOU to LEBE’s Community café.  
Open every Tuesday 10-4.30pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham. 
Come on in for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent 
homemade cakes. 
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place 
you want to come!  All people, ideas and well behaved dogs 
welcome. 
Tel: Lynne Booth on 01934 750 589 and 07914 003 323 or Helen 
Bretherton on 01934 750361 and 07740 783251 for more information. 

Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“With all this mild weather about, I hear some people are thinking of having a barbecue, as 

something different!” 
“Could be fun, but can you explain why you don’t get any women cooking at barbecues?” 

“I think it’s because they don’t burn the meat properly!! 
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Bygone Christmases 
Christmas be a comin’, an your goose be getting’ fat 

Who’s to put a penny in an ol’ mans ‘at? 
If you ain’t got a penny, an ‘apenny will do, 

If you ain’t got an ‘apenny, then God Bless You 
SW 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 14th January 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 
Locally produced fresh Beef, Pork, Chicken, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, 

Eggs, Cheese, Pickles and Preserves.  Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, 
Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes and Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade 
Cards, Silver & beaded jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, 

Dog Treats, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks. 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please) 
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)  

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)                                  Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Quiz – Old Money in Slang, Paper or Coin 
1. Italy perhaps? 
2. Sort of Cycle 
3. A Club in London 
4. Jump on the Scales 

5. Queen’s Head 
6. Name of BKN’s Editor 
7. Girls Name 
8. 3 distant objects 

9. Feeling unwell in the sea 
10. Works in leather 
11. Name of opera 
12. Singing in the above 

Roy Ainsworth 

Just for fun 
Have you heard about the two men standing on the Avon Suspension Bridge, with 
their arms outstretched? 
One had half a dozen budgies lined up on each arm.  The other man had half a dozen 
parrots perched on each arm. 
“Ok” said the first man as they both leaped off the bridge, landing in the mud of the 
Avon. 
Lying in adjoining hospital beds, the first man said 
“I do not think much to this Budgie jumping”, his friend replied “and I don’t think much 
of parrot gliding either!” RW 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750298 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold) 

CCTV  
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Storage containers to rent 

OPEN ALL YEAR
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THREE KINGS 
EPIPHANY FEAST! 

at 
St Michael’s church, 

Brent Knoll 
Friday 6 January 2017 

4.30-7.30pm 
Time for all the family 

to share in… 
Tea on arrival 

Craft activities (Messy Church) 
Epiphany worship 

Spanish themed supper (£2 a plate) 

Silent auction of Promises 
[Contact: Parish Office 769082; Brent Knoll Village Shop 760225] 

What is the “200+ Club”? 
This is a brief explanation of the “200+ Club” for those who are not currently members. 
Members purchase one or more “Numbers” for £ 12 each.  All Numbers are entered into 12 
monthly draws with prizes of £20 and £12, plus two special prizes, one in June of £60 and 
one in December of £120. 
If more than 100 numbers are purchased, the number of prizes is increased to keep the 
prize money and the chance of winning roughly in proportion.  The draws are made at 
Village Events and winners are published in the Brent Knoll News.  Winnings are paid by 
cheque. 
If you would like to join the “200+ Club” with a chance to win a prize and to support the 
Parish Hall at the same time, please see the article and application form in this issue of the 
Brent Knoll News. Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 

Crossword - Answers 
Across 
  1) Wariness 
  7) Angle 
  8) Wafer 
  9) Circus 
10) Mast 
 

 
12) Surf 
14) Cognac 
17) Uncut 
18) Costs 
19) Lethargy 
 

Down 
  1) Wager 
  2) Rueful 
  3) News 
  4) Sofia 
  5) Narcissus 
 

 
  6) Criticise 
11) Soccer 
13) Ruche 
15) Nasty 
16) Utah  
Roy Ainsworth 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – November 2016 
Lots of variety in November’s weather - overall it was colder and wetter than 
average, but November still saw a good deal of fine weather thanks to a series of 
high pressure systems. 
The month began with the first of those highs to our west, where it steered 
Atlantic lows to the north: the result was a dry start to the month, but with a chilly 
northerly airstream which kept temperatures low.  A little rain made it through the 
barricades early on the 4th, but the 5th was dry and bright with a chilly evening for 
Bonfire Night and an even cooler one for Burnham Carnival. This spell saw the 
first air frosts of the Autumn, with the thermometer just dropping below freezing 
overnight. 
Our protective high drifted away on the 8th, and a low pressure system promptly moved in to 
bring rain during the evening, followed by showers on the 10th, and again on the 12th: but 
every cloud has a silver lining, and the south-westerly airstream brought temperatures up to 
normal for mid-November.  On the 17th a low passed across the midlands and drew down 
polar air cold enough for sleet here and snow on the hills – a taste of Winter to come. 
This was followed on the 19th/20th by Angus, the first named low pressure system of the 
year, which made its way up the English Channel overnight.  Because we were to the north 
of it, the effects here were not severe, with a 27kt (31mph) gust and 12.6mm (0.5in) of rain: 
the south-east suffered more, with floods and winds exceeding 60mph. 
Angus was quickly followed by a low, which moved across the West Country on the 21st. 
This system did not qualify for a name, but it produced more rain for us than Angus, on 
ground which was already saturated.  This was enough to fill the drains in Brent Street (roll 
on those new sewers), and the fronts associated with this low wrapped around the centre 
and came back to have another go at us on the 22nd.  Between them, these two low 
pressure systems produced just short of 50mm (2in) of rain, more than half the month’s total, 
but we got off lightly compared with some parts of the country. 
The final week of November was dry thanks to a high which developed over Scotland and 
then moved south to cover the UK.  Initially the result was a chilly north-easterly breeze and 
cloud blown in from the North Sea, but, by the end of the month, the wind had dropped and 
skies were wall-to-wall blue.  It was cold by day and colder at night, with -5.7C (22°F) 
recorded early on the 30th - a record low for November.  The 30th saw no breath of wind, and 
anyone looking towards Wavering Down at lunchtime will have seen a column of smoke 
rising vertically to the troposphere, probably about 30,000 feet, where it spread out like a 
thundercloud. 
November’s average temperature of 7.0C (45°F) was 1.5C below normal, and rainfall was 
95.6mm (9.8in) thanks to Angus and friend.  Finally, a brief word about Autumn – total 
rainfall was 197.8mm (7.8in) and average temperature was 11.4°C (53°F), both values close 
to normal.  Look out, here comes Winter. Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick 

will be holding a Parish Surgery on 
Wednesday, January 11th 

4pm to 5.30pm 
Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
What with me having to produce something for you to read with the 
deadline the tenth of the month and the cold weather, I have not had 
much time to ramble.  The time I have had has been used chopping and 
hauling wood for the log burners: this will end early afternoon, then it’s 
time to enjoy the fruits of my labour by lighting the fires.  You know what happens 
when you sit in front of a fire, your mind drifts into thoughts of the jobs you should be 
doing and all the reasons why it’s not possible to do them at the moment.  Eventually 
your mind shuts down and you slip into a sub-conscious state, only to be brought 
back to the land of the living with a sound in your ear saying your dinner is ready or 
another log is needed on the fire.  
We have an apple tree in our orchard that hangs on to its apples long after its leaves 
have fallen.  The tree is an attraction to all kinds of birds who find it an easy way to 
feed during the cold weather.  Our chickens especially enjoy the apples when they 
are free ranging.  We have had to put a hold on free ranging as DEFRA has advised 
poultry owners to restrict the movement of poultry as much as possible until the 
danger of Avian Flu has abated.  If you do spot a dead bird contact DEFRA.  During 
my early morning visit to the chicken run, I like to open up the chicken houses as 
soon as it gets light, so that the chickens can enjoy as much of the daylight as 
possible because it cannot be enjoyable sitting on a perch for sixteen hours.  It was 
on one of these trips to the chicken run that I came across a pheasant busy getting 
his fill of apples; it must have been one that had outsmarted the guns!  
I hope you all had a super Christmas and did not overdo the eating, if you did, start 
the New Year by exploring the highways and byways of Brent Knoll.  Wishing all 
those people who live in the parish a very happy New Year and seeing that it’s the 
season of good will, let me include those who live outside the Parish as well. 
 The Rambler 
Poppy Collection 
We had a very successful Poppy collection this year (2016).  It was 
approx. £3,146.96.  My very grateful thanks to all who helped at 
Sanders Garden World taking £1,412.96.  So thank you to Sanders for 
allowing us to collect over nine days. 
I should also like to thank North and Southbound motorway service 
stations, who had thirteen boxes between them and collected £828.52. 
 Sally Wingate, Poppy Organiser 

TENNIS CLUB 
WHISTDRIVE 

Monday January 9th 
Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll 

By kind permission of Frances James 

7.00pm start £1.50 
Prizes, Raffle and Refreshments 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.
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Wishing you all a Happy and Heathy New Year Bob Filmer, Editor 
Diary for January 2017 Page 
  2nd Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm 24 
  3rd LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 10.00-4.30pm 39 
  3rd Royal British Legion Men’s Section Red Cow   7.30pm 7 
  3rd Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St. Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 32 
  4th Deadline for Silent Promises Village Shop  39 
  4th Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday) Parish Hall   9.00-10.00pm  
  5th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish [1 Day Late]  Your House   Early!!  
  5th All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s Church, EB   7.30pm  
  6th Three Kings Epiphany Feast St Michael’s Church 4.30-7.30pm 43 
  9th Classical Music Group Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm 16 
  9th Tennis Club Whist Drive Ivy Hall   7.00pm 47 
  9th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
10th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
11th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
11th Women’s Institute – ‘Somewhere House’ Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
11th Parish Surgery Jubilee Room   4.00-5.30pm 7,44 
11th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.00pm 7 

Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
14th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am 31,40 
14th Knoll Conservative Branch New Year Social  Wascelyn   7.30pm 8 
15th DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
16th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 4 
16th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group Brentcombe House   4.00pm 12 
18th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
18th Good Companions – ‘Sydney to Darwin’ Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
19th Comfort Group Wayfarers   2.30-4.30pm 12 
19th Girls Just Wanna Have Fun – Xmas Drinks Woodlands   7.30pm 23 
20th Mobile Library [Friday] – NEW TIME Village Shop 10.05-10.50am 16 
21st Wassailing the Apple Trees  West Croft Farm   7.00pm 8 
24th Berrow Conservation Group – Buckthorn Berrow Village Hall   7.30pm 36 
25th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
26th Bereavement Friends Group 87, Brent Street   2.30pm 12 
26th Women’s Society – Fish & Chip supper t.b.a.   8.00pm 23 
28th Commemorative Peal of Bells St Michael’s Church   9.00am 32 
29th Methodist Covenant Service Methodist Church 10.30am 4 
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary & on Website 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
Brent Knoll News - Now Digital on-line!! 
Your village magazine is now on the village website (address below).  Register on the 
website so that, when it’s updated, you will be e-mailed, keeping up with what’s happening! 
DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY 2017 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Sunday, 15th January, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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